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Congress on Brink of Tax Overhaul 
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investment and hiring. A re- 
write of tax laws covering in- 
ternational profits is meant to 


faster growth is murky when 
looked at through the lens of 
history, and no sure thing now. 
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Thursday on whether to re- 
move the president over a 


long but slow expansion. A 
sharp cut in the corporate-tax 


in theory, would make the 
economy more efficient. 


high-income households in 
1993 didn’t hamper a burgeon- 
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Trump sought in his first year 
in his office, creates a career-de- 
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What’s worse than missing 


4 supercomputers to recover cryptocurrency 4 


this year to more than $19,000. 
(It traded at around $17,000 
Tuesday evening.) Even tech- 
nology titans have found them- 
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Xinjiang region is alab for government surveillance 
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URUMAI, China—This city 


dominantly Muslim Uighur 
ethnic group have turned the 
autonomous region of Xinji- 
ang, of which Urumqi is the 
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Law, 86, Catholic prelate 
who fell from grace amid a 
clerical sex-abuse scandal. A3 
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your bitcoin password. 

Many who bought bitcoin 
years ago now find 
themselves sitting 
on an untouchable 
bounty. Because 
they can’t remember 
the complex security 
codes needed to get 
to their bitcoins, the 
coins are in a kind 
of purgatory. It’s like 
forgetting a bank 
account password, but there’s 
no bank to call to reset it. 

These bitcoin owners have 
watched in anguish as its price 
surged over 20-fold at times 


An ersatz bitcoin 


coin. 

Philip Neumeier bought 15 
bitcoins for around 
$260 in 2013, when 
he was deciding 
whether to accept 
the virtual currency 
on his e-commerce 
site. Now that his 
cache has ap- 
proached $300,000 
in value at times, he 
is hoping to recover 
a long-forgotten password. 
He’s considered hypnosis, but 
for now opted to build a super- 
computer that tries to use 
Please see BITCOIN page A14 
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earth. 

Security checkpoints with 
identification scanners guard 
the train station and roads in 
and out of town. Facial scan- 
ners track comings and goings 
at hotels, shopping malls and 
banks. Police use hand-held 
devices to search smart- 
phones for encrypted chat 
apps, politically charged vid- 
eos and other suspect con- 
tent. To fill up with gas, driv- 
ers must first swipe their ID 
cards and stare into a camera. 

China’s efforts to snuff out 
a violent separatist movement 
by some members of the pre- 


government wants to roll out 
across the country. 

It is nearly impossible to 
move about the region with- 
out feeling the unrelenting 
gaze of the government. Citi- 
zens and visitors alike must 
run a daily gantlet of police 
checkpoints, surveillance cam- 
eras and machines scanning 
their ID cards, faces, eyeballs 
and sometimes entire bodies. 

When fruit vendor Parhat 
Imin swiped his card at a tele- 
communications office this 
summer to pay an overdue 
phone bill, his photo popped 

Please see CHINA page Al4 


Ei 


